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TEMPORARY VISITOR CENTER CLOSING – NEW CENTER OPENS IN OCTOBER 
 

 (Bedford, VA) – Bedford City and County’s Visitor Center operations will be temporarily 

closed to the public beginning on September 18 to prepare for the opening of the permanent new 

Welcome Center. The current Visitors Center opened in November of 2001 in a leased modular unit 

located at the intersection of US 460 and Highway 122, adjacent to the National D-Day Memorial.  The 

City and County broke ground for the new facility on October 21, 2003 and as construction nears 

completion, site work for the parking areas and landscaping need to begin in the area where the modular 

unit is located.    

The new facility, expected to open the third week in October and named the Bedford Area 

Welcome Center, is comprised of 10,700 square feet of exhibit, display, meeting, reception, and 

community space in addition to the administrative offices of City and County’s joint Tourism 

Department. The building, with large expanses of glass orientated to absorb views of the Peaks of Otter 

and the National D-Day Memorial were paramount issues in the design process. Exhibits within the 

Welcome Center will showcase the area’s many attractions and amenities as well its commerce and 

vision for the future. Exterior features that make up the rustic flavor of the Center include covered 

porches, clapboard siding, shadow casting shingles, a decorative cupola, picnic area and terraces.  The 

building will be fully accessible and parking will provide spaces for the disabled as well as motor 

coaches and campers. 

The project is a joint effort of Bedford City and County to provide a place for visitors and 

citizens alike to learn about the many points of interest and benefits offered in and around Bedford as 

well as a facility for use by community groups and businesses.  Tourism dollars helps both the City and 

County keep taxes low and the Center will assist in increasing the impact tourism has on the local 

economy. 
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